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l. Purpose

The purpose of this Informational Letter (INF) is to provide local departments of social services (LDSSs)
and voluntary authorized agencies (VAs) with additional information regarding the Child and Adolescent
Needs and Strengths (CANS)-NY and the Child and Adolescent Level of Care/Services Intensity
Instrument (CALOCUS-CASII) assessment tools.

Background

The Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) was enacted as part of the federal Bipartisan Budget
Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-123) on February 9, 2018. FFPSA reforms federal financing to prioritize family-
based foster care, preferably with kin, over residential care by limiting federal reimbursement for certain
residential placements. FFPSA created a congregate care setting known as a Qualified Residential
Treatment Program (QRTP).
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FFPSA requires that a qualified individual (QI)! must assess a child in foster care who is considered for
placement in a QRTP to determine the appropriateness of a QRTP placement. A QI must assess the
strengths and needs of a child using a federally approved, age appropriate, evidence-based, validated,
functional assessment tool. OCFS has selected the CANS-NY and the CALOCUS-CASII for this
purpose.

Program Implications

As of September 30, 2021, a child in foster care who is considered for placement in a QRTP must be
assessed by a QI for appropriateness of placement? in a QRTP using either the CANS-NY or the
CALOCUS-CASII. These tools serve as a guide to support decision-making concerning level of care
and service planning, specifically for children and adolescents with complex needs and presenting
problems including behavioral needs, medical needs, developmental disabilities, and juvenile justice
involvement.

Recently, stakeholders have inquired about various features of the CANS-NY and the CALOCUS-CASII.
In response, OCFS has created the attached information sheets to provide additional background,
including how the tools score the child’s level of need or appropriate service intensity. These information
sheets are intended to assist LDSSs, VAs, and family court practitioners to become more familiar with
the CANS-NY and the CALOCUS-CASII, and the role of such tools in assessing the appropriateness of
a QRTP placement in meeting the child’s needs.

Contacts

Buffalo Regional Office - Amanda Darling (716) 847-3145
Amanda.Darling@ocfs.ny.gov

Rochester Regional Office - Christopher Bruno (585) 238-8201
Christopher.Bruno@ocfs.ny.gov

Syracuse Regional Office - Sara Simon (315) 423-1200
Sara.Simon@ocfs.ny.gov

Albany Regional Office - John Lockwood (518) 486-7078
John.Lockwood@ocfs.ny.gov

Westchester Regional Office - Sheletha Chang (845) 708-2498
Sheletha.Chang@ocfs.ny.qgov

New York City Regional Office - Ronni Fuchs (212) 383-1788
Ronni.Fuchs@ocfs.ny.gov

Native American Services - Heather LaForme (716) 847-3123
Heather.LaForme@ocfs.ny.qgov

1 The term “Qualified Individual” means a trained professional or licensed clinician acting within their scope of practice who has
current or previous relevant experience in the child welfare field. See 21-OCFS-ADM-17.
218 NYCRR 439.2.
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Close to Home Oversight — Donte Blackwell (212) 383-7261
Donte.Blackwell@ocfs.ny.gov

Lisa Ghartey Ogundimu, Esq.
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